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Nineteen months af-
ter Chelsea Sutula's Sespe 
Creek Collective and Ventu-
ra home were raided by the 
Ventura County Sheriff's Of-
fice (VCSO) and Oxnard Po-
lice Department, all charges 
against her were dropped 
in Ventura County Superior 
Court.

The Nov. 3, 2016 raid, Su-
tula said, caused her medical 
cannabis delivery service to 
be closed for a year.

Sutula has since re-
opened the formerly Oxnard-
based Sespe Creek Collec-
tive on Bryant Circle in Ojai. 
Sespe Creek became the first 
permitted cannabis dispen-

sary in Ventura County Nov. 
2, 2017, after the city of Ojai 
granted Sutula one of the 
city's three cannabis dispen-
sary and delivery service per-
mits.

According to court re-
cords, the charges against Su-
tula were dismissed because 
they could not be proven be-
yond a reasonable doubt.

Deputy District Attorney 
Scott Hendrickson did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment as of press time.

Sutula faced two felony 
perjury charges for allegedly 
making false statements on a 
business license application. 
She also faced misdemeanor 
charges related to the trans-

portation, sale and posses-
sion of cannabis.

“This is a day I shouldn’t 
have to be celebrating, but 
I’m still very grateful I’m get-
ting what I deserve;  that’s 
vindicating,” she said. “Peo-
ple assume when you are ar-
rested that you must have 
done something wrong. I’ve 
done nothing wrong, actu-
ally.”

Charges against three 
Shangri-La Care Cooperative 
(SLCC) members, who were 
each arrested by VCSO April 
14, 2016 on charges related 
to the operation of the medi-
cal cannabis collective, have 
been similarly dropped.

SLCC also opened a dis-
pensary on Ojai's Bryant 
Circle since the run-in with 
VCSO.

Both dispensaries re-
ceived permits to operate 
from the city of Ojai and the 
state of California.

“The drug war is sadly 
alive and well here in parts 
of Ventura County. My one 
night in jail pales in compari-
son to what low-level nonvio-
lent offenders go through ev-
ery day,” Sutula added. “I’m 
hoping a new sheriff this year 
will bring needed change to 
law enforcement culture in 
Ventura County,” she said, 
referring to Ventura County 
Sheriff Geoff Dean, who an-

nounced in January that he 
would not seek re-election.

“There’s a wide and very 
false perception that dispen-
sary owners are rich,” Sutula 
added. “I invite these people 
to do a little homework on 
what it’s actually like to try to 
get a small business going in 
what is now the most heavi-
ly-regulated industry in the 
United States. I’ve sacrificed 
a lot to keep this effort going 
because I know how many 
people depend on it for their 
quality of life. I rent a house 
I can barely afford, I have no 
savings, I drive a dirty Prius. 

My free money is spent on 
pet care. Now I have to repay 
my parents thousands of dol-
lars in legal fees for this.”

The Sespe Creek Collec-
tive is at 408 Bryant Circle, 
Suite G, and is open to medi-
cal cannabis patients with a 
valid medical recommenda-
tion.

The Ojai City Council has 
tentatively discussed allow-
ing all adults over the age of 
21 to purchase cannabis from 
the city’s three dispensaries, 
but the discussion has not 
been placed on a City Coun-
cil agenda as of press time.

present a report on the expe-
dited process to the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors 
June 5.

The general idea, Wright 
said, is to place fire victims 
at the front of the permitting 
line and turn their building 
permits around within a pe-
riod of two weeks.

The expedited process, he 
clarified, will just be for peo-
ple who want to replace “like 
with like.” 

Those who wish to re-
place a burned home with 
something significantly dif-
ferent may not qualify for the 
expedited process.

Joe Amestoy, another Up-
per Ojai resident who lost his 

home to the blaze, has cre-
ated preliminary designs for 
a new dwelling.

“As an architect most of 
my life, I’ve been designing 
things for other people,” he 
said. “I’ve never designed 
something for myself.”

He lost his home office to 
the blaze, and created some 
of the preliminary drawings 
for his home while he and his 
wife, Cheryl, were staying in a 
hotel.

“I don’t have the facili-
ties to do things that I had 
before,” he said. “Everything 
takes longer.”

For now, the Amestoys 
have taken up residence in 
the Valley’s East End.

Their Upper Ojai property 
has electricity, but still lacks a 
functional water connection 
— Cheryl has kept their home 
garden alive with bottled water.

“We’re very positive and 
even excited for the future,” 
Joe added.

“It’s going to be awhile” 
said Lee Rosenboom, who 
also lost the Upper Ojai 
home he shared with his wife, 
Kathy, to the fire. “There’s a 
lot of things that have to take 
place. We’re two of a whole lot 
of people. If you don’t have 
patience you’re going to go 
crazy.”

Lee and Kathy aim to be 
in their newly reconstructed 
home after a period of two 

years. They’re guided by a 
very simple deadline.

Their insurance compa-
ny, Leland said, will only pay 
the rent payments for the Up-
per Ojai cottage the couple 
now inhabits for a two-year 
period.

The Ventura County Board 
of Supervisors is scheduled to 
discuss an expedited build-
ing permit process for victims 
of the Thomas Fire June 5 at 
3 p.m. The meeting will take 
place in the Board of Supervi-
sors Hearing Room at 800 S. 
Victoria Ave. in Ventura.

Visit http://venturacoun 
tyrecovers.org for more in-
formation about the recovery 
process.
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SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

$100 REBATE
    on qualifying purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017

Soften harsh 
sunlight and 
save with 
Hunter Douglas 
window fashions.
 
REBATES AVAILABLE ON SELECT 
LIGHT-TRANSFORMING STYLES.  
ASK FOR DETAILS TODAY.*

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying 
purchases made 4/15/17—6/26/17 from participating 
dealers in the U.S. only. For certain rebate-eligible products, 
the purchase of multiple units of such product is required to 
receive a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim 
receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 
monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months 
after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and 
rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All 
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or 
their respective owners. 17Q2NPSILC2

118 Bryant Street
Ojai, CA. 93023
(805) 646-2440

M-F 10:00 am-5:00pm

CA Lic. # 242944

Voted Best Bakery & 
Lunch Place

Ojai Cafe
Emporium
Ojai’s favorite gathering and  

eating place for over 30 years.
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Combination Special 90 min $65
Reflexology Massage 30 min $21

– Full body or foot –
Open 7 days a week

Mon-Sun 10am - 10pm

1320 Maricopa Hwy, #A • Ojai, Ca 93023
(805) 833-1583

1320 Maricopa Hwy, #A • Ojai, Ca 93023
(805) 833-1583

New Day Massage TherapyNew Day Massage Therapy

•  Painting, Exterior Cleaning, Restoration and Repairs
•  Interior: Drywall, Paint, Wallpaper, Design, Molding, 
 Water/Fire Damage Restoration
•  Exterior: Pressure Washing, Paint, Deck/Porches/Patios, 
 Siding, Fascia/Trim
•  Residential, Commercial and Industrial

Serving The Ojai Valley

Call Us Today! 
(805) 746-0916
Call Us Today! 
(805) 746-0916
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McKay’s PaintingMcKay’s Painting

CALL US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT UNDERWAY! 
Lic. # 536193 • 
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Photo courtesy of Jessica Colborn
Jessica Colborn, daughter of Jake and Lorrie, photographed the re-
mains of her family’s Upper Ojai home before it was cleared.
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